
1212  BESTBEST
LIFEJACKETSLIFEJACKETS
TESTED TESTED 

 COASTAL & OFFSHORE 

REVIEWED

WELSH ANCHORAGE + NEW BOOK REVIEWS + LEARNING TO SAIL

SECONDS FROM 
HITTING THE ROCKS

At the mercy of 
Alderney’s tides

ME & MY 
SOUTHERLY 42

‘A popular, fast 
go-anywhere 

cruiser

Surf cruise in Costa Rica
Scotland’s wild side

The pioneering sailor 
you’ve never heard of

ADVENTURE

HOW TO... 
Predict and use 
apparent wind  

The latest cats &  
tris for cruising

NEW
MULTIHULLS

8-PAGE SPECIAL

           OF THE BEST  

HAND-HELD  
VHF RADIOS

6 

Look after  
     your crew

Pete Goss’ secrets  
of a well-run boat

   HOW TO



LAGOON 42
The chances are that if you’ve sailed 
multihulls of around 40-44ft at least one of 
them may have been a Lagoon. More than 
800 Lagoon 42s have now been delivered, 
with the model proving equally popular with 
private and charter owners. It offers lots of 
space, even by multihull standards, in three- 
or four-cabin layouts.

Large platforms aft make boarding from  
a pontoon, quay or tender easy, while the 
big cockpit has multiple seating areas and 
plenty of space for easy circulation of 
people. There’s also a neat lifting system  
for the dinghy. The boat is sailed from a 
raised helm position on the port side, which 
has direct access to the winches. The 
two-person helm seat is configured to work 
well both when seated and when standing. 

While this ease of sail handling is a key 
attraction for owners of most cruising- 
oriented multihulls, a downside of some 
raised helm stations is they can feel very 
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SPECIFICATIONS
PRICE €426,600 ex VAT

LOA 12.80m / 42ft 0in

BEAM 7.7m / 25ft 3in

DRAUGHT 1.25m / 4ft 1in

DISPLACEMENT  
12,100kg / 26,700lb

www.cata-lagoon.com

The large saloon includes a U-shaped 
galley and side-facing chart table

A raised helm station 
leaves the cockpit free 
of lines and winches

Accommodation rivals 
that of many 50ft cats

removed from other people on board.  
This can make others on board feel like 
passengers who are not fully involved in  
the sailing. Unlike a number of boats of this 
size, there’s no forward cockpit, but there  
is foredeck space for sunbeds that forms  
a separate area for socialising.

Interior bridge deck accommodation 
includes a decent galley to starboard, plus  
a generous forward saloon. This has a great 
view forward and to the sides, although 
vision is obstructed on both quarters, which 
limits the usefulness of the forward chart 
table as a place from which to con the boat 
when on watch in bad weather.

Even by the today’s standard of 
catamaran, accommodation in the hulls is 
very generous. The boat at La Grande Motte 
had the classic four-cabin, four-bathroom 
charter layout. Both aft cabins rival those of 
the owner’s cabin of many 50ft monohulls 
thanks to big peninsula beds and plentiful 
stowage. These are also airy and very well lit 
spaces, with an overhead hatch, big hull 
window and wide stern window.
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